3.@2<1 ;.?2.@

3>5B    *?   



PHOTO BY STACIE MULLER OF CREATIVE IMAGES OF LIFE

Kesser invites public to
explore evil on Tisha b’Av

BEND ADULTS—The first adult b’nai mitzvah class of Temple Beth Tikvah, Bend’s
Reform congregation, celebrated the completion of the year’s preparation when
each of the 10 members was called to read from the Torah. Pictured from left:
Rabbi Alan Berg, Cantor Ida Rae Cahana (back row) Kathy Schindel, Leslie Conley,
Corrie Grudin, (front row) Jeanne Freeman, Beverly Adler, Ceil Hermann, Shari
Winicki, Terry Reynolds, Lawrence Schecter and Lorraine Shapiro.

Ten adults become
b’nai mitzvah in Bend
BY KATHY SCHINDEL
Special to the Jewish Review

Temple Beth Tikvah, Bend’s Reform
Jewish congregation, celebrated the b’nai
mitzvah of its first adult Hebrew class on
June 26.
In May of 2009 two of Temple Beth
Tikvah’s members, Lorraine Shapiro and
Shari Winicki, began discussing the idea
of becoming bat mitzvah.
They approached Rabbi Alan Berg with
the idea, and then approached Evie Lerner,
who was head of the Religious Committee.
Berg, willingly agreed to mentor the class, explaining that what was normally a two-year
process would be accomplished in one year.
The first b’nai mitzvah meeting with
Berg was held last July, with 14 interested members in attendance. Berg gave information about how the program would
work, each member shared their personal
reasons for wanting to become bar or bat
mitzvah, and the class was launched.
Hebrew studies began in earnest in August. Since the vast majority of the class had
no Hebrew training, Religious Committee
Chair Ann Rosenfield offered to help with
beginning Hebrew instruction. As a member
of the class who had more Hebrew knowledge than other members, I provided additional coaching, guidance and motivation.
The class met weekly to study Hebrew
beginning with the alphabet, then short
words and phrases until the reading was
fluent enough to start learning the prayers.
At first the long list of prayers seemed
somewhat daunting, however, with much
study, practice and good humor, they persevered until all the prayers were mastered.

The class continued Sunday morning Hebrew sessions throughout the year,
practicing the prayers and beginning to
read their Torah portions to each other.
The group became cheerleaders for each
other; each small milestone became a cause
for praise, encouragement and celebratory
hugs and high-fives.
Berg met with the students each month
to discuss the Jewish holidays, history, sacred books, Jewish legal development, the
Prophets, Jewish ethics, writing a d’var
Torah and much more. He encouraged
members to journal the b’nai mitzvah journey, experience each holiday in a very personal way, and to continually reflect on the
meaning of this personal passage.
The culmination of the year of study
came on June 26 when 10 of the original
members were called to the Torah. It has
been a memorable year of studying and
learning together. Class members worked
hard, encouraged each other and laughed
together along the way. Through the process they developed strong bonds with each
other that will last as they continue learning together and participating fully in the
congregation.
Temple Beth Tikvah is a Jewish congregation founded in 2008 in Bend. Temple
members come from Bend and all of the
surrounding communities including Redmond, Sisters, LaPine and Sunriver. Officially affiliated with the Union for Reform
Judaism, it is the first Reform synagogue
in Central Oregon. Members come from
a range of Jewish backgrounds, including
Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist
and Renewal. Interfaith families and Jews
by choice are welcome in the community.

The questions have always been with us:
Why is there suffering and evil? How
can human beings carry out inhuman acts?
What is G-d’s role in all this?
Why were the First and Second Temples destroyed? Jews expelled from Spain?
How could the Holocaust happen?
Rabbi Ken Brodkin wants to explore
those questions, and more, in a special program, “Dimensions in Evil,” at Congregation Kesser Israel. The program runs from
10 a.m. to noon Tuesday, July 20, Tisha
b’Av, the Ninth of the month of Av, the day
of mourning for the Jewish people.
“The horrors of the Holocaust as well as
the sheer destruction present some important philosophical questions to us regarding the existence of G-d, G-d’s relationship with the Jewish people and the nature
and existence of evil,” Brodkin said.
“I want to address the basic issue of
how Torah thought approaches the existence of evil and suffering, to distinguish
between the emotional question, ‘How can
this happen?’ and the intellectual question
of, “How does the existence of evil work
within a Torah philosophy?’”
Brodkin said he will draw on scriptural
as well as Talmudic sources for his discussion, but will focus primarily on how the
Ramchal, Rav Moshe Chayim Luzzatto,

explains the existence of evil and suffering.
“We’ll be presenting different ways of
dealing both with the emotional and philosophical questions,” he said.
Following the rabbi’s presentation,
which runs from 10 to 10:40 a.m., Holocaust survivor and noted speaker Morris
Engelson will speak, from 10:45 a.m. to
noon, about the human capacity for evil,
using the example of Heinrich Himmler,
Hitler’s implementer of the Final Solution.
“The men who conceived, who planned
and who carried out the Holocaust acted
freely out of a sense of belief and conviction,” he said. “They were not beasts acting with the instinct of beasts–rather, they
were men acting knowingly as beasts–and
it is precisely their being men that defines
their evil. Himmler considered himself to
be an absolutely honorable man.”
Engelson will also have copies of his
talk last year–about his and his family’s
survival during the Holocaust available free
of charge.
Later in the day, also at Kesser Israel,
Rabbi Tzvi Hollander will lead an “InDepth Study of Yehoshua and Caleb–Role
Models for Redemption.” That hour-long
talk begins at 7:25 p.m.
All Kesser events are free of charge. For
more information, call 503-222-1239.

Neveh Shalom to publish
‘This I Believe’ statements
Rabbi Daniel Isaak, senior rabbi at
Congregation Neveh Shalom, is soliciting
personal statements from congregants on
the topic “This I Believe.”
The collected essays will be published
and distributed during High Holy Day
services. The maximum 750-word think
pieces may engender thoughts on theology,
ethics, philosophy, politics, Tikkun Olam
or our purpose in creation. They may contain thinking about Jewish particularism or
our role in the world at large. Thoughts on
the interplay between science, technology
and faith or God’s role in our lives are also
of interest.
Since 2004 National Public Radio has
regularly broadcast “This I Believe” original
selections from the famous and the not so
famous. NPR is continuing a tradition begun in the 1950s when Edward R. Murrow
produced “This I Believe” statements penned
by Eleanor Roosevelt and other well-known
individuals in politics and the arts.
“Because we do not define ourselves as
Jews on the basis of what we believe, all too
often we resist formulating what it is that we

actually believe,” said Isaak. “Though important that as we mature our beliefs change and
develop, it is nevertheless vitally important
that we be able to consider our most central
motivating ideas about God and the universe.
The notions that we conceived as 25-yearolds rightfully ought not to be the same when
we reach the age of 65.”
Three years ago in a similar project
Neveh Shalom congregants were encouraged to write short statements on the general topic, “I Am Jewish.” These were the
last words of journalist Daniel Pearl who
was executed by terrorists in Pakistan. In
Pearl’s memory his parents edited a book of
essays by well-known Jews on what being
Jewish meant to each of them. The book
became the centerpiece of an adult education class after which congregants were
invited to share their own thoughts. Isaak
used that booklet of essays that year as a
centerpiece of his Yom Kippur sermon.
Deadline for this year’s essays is August
1. For questions or additional information
contact Rabbi Isaak at disaak@nevehshalom.org.
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